
Mandatory Read 
Nothing But the Truth       by Avi 
A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national 
news story. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Eye of Minds  790L      by James Dashner  
"Michael is a skilled internet gamer in a world of advanced technology. When a cyber-terrorist begins to 
threaten players, Michael is called upon to seek him and his secrets out"--. 
 
Under Shifting Glass       by Nicky Singer 
Jess is grieving for her beloved aunt, and when she finds a mysterious flask hidden in a antique bureau that 
belonged to Aunt Edie on the same day that her conjoined twin brothers are born, she begins to believe that the 
flask is magic and that their survival depends on it. 
 
The Haunting of Gabriel Ashe     by Dan Poblocki 
Since eighth-grader Gabriel Ashe moved into his grandmother's house he has been spending a lot of time 
playing in the woods with his new friend Seth, but the games Seth invents involve a child-eating monster called 
the Hunter, and Gabriel is not sure how much is imagination and how much real. 
 
A Thunderous Whisper 660L     by Christina Diaz Gonzalez 
Ani, a twelve-year-old Basque girl, and Mathias, a fourteen-year-old German Jew, become friends and then 
spies in the weeks leading up to the bombing of Guernica in April 1937. 
 
The Ugly One 810L       by Leanne Statland Ellis 
"At the height of the Incan empire, a girl called the Ugly One because of a disfiguring scar on her face, seeks to 
have the scar removed and instead finds a life path as a shaman". 
 
Insignia (Bk1)* HL750L      by S.J. Kincaid 
Tom, a fourteen-year-old genius at virtual reality games, is recruited by the United States Military to begin 
training at the Pentagon Spire as a Combatant in World War III, controlling the mechanized drones that do the 
actual fighting off-planet. Series: Vortex Bk2 
 
The Vindico (Bk1)* HL750L     by Wesley King 
When supervillains of the Vindico realize they are getting too old to fight the League of Heroes, they kidnap 
and begin training five teens, but James, Lana, Hayden, Emily, and Sam will not become the next generation of 
evil without a fight. Series: The Feros Bk 2 
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2014 Summer Independent Reading List: 
Incoming 8th Grade 

You must read Nothing But the Truth by Avi. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list, 1 Nonfiction title, and 1 book of your choice.  This is a total of 4 books.   
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



 
Prisoner B-3087 760L      by Alan Gratz 
Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates his story of survival from the Nazi occupation of Krakow, 
when he was eleven, through a succession of concentration camps, to the final liberation of Dachau. 
 
Fallout 740L        by Todd Strasser 
When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 1962, Scott is forced into his father's bomb 
shelter with his family and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and fear the worst about the 
fate of the world outside. 
 
W.A.R.P. The Reluctant Assassin 880L   by Eoin Colfer 
In Victorian London, Albert Garrick, an assassin-for-hire, and his reluctant young apprentice, Riley, are 
transported via wormhole to modern London, where Riley teams up with a young FBI agent to stop Garrick 
from returning to his own time and using his newly acquired scientific knowledge and power to change the 
world forever.  For Mature Readers 
 
Counting by 7s  770L      by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find 
a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 
 
If I Ever Get Out of Here  870L    by Eric Gansworth 
Seventh-grader Lewis "Shoe" Blake from the Tuscarora Reservation has a new friend, George Haddonfield 
from the local Air Force base, but in 1975 upstate New York there is a lot of tension and hatred between Native 
Americans and whites--and Lewis is not sure that he can rely on friendship. 
 
Hollow City (Bk2)* 850L      by Ransom Riggs 
In 1940, Jacob and his new friends escape from Miss Peregrine's island and travel to London where they 
encounter new allies, a menagerie of peculiar animals, and other unexpected surprises.  For Mature Readers 
Series: Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children (Bk1) 
 
Michael Vey: Battle of the Ampere (BK3)*   by Richard Paul Evans 
To stop Hatch from using the Elgen fleet to gain world power, Michael and the rest of the Electroclan must 
destroy the lead ship, but divisions within the Electroclan threaten the success of their operation. 
Series: The Prisoner of Cell 25 (Bk1) & Rise of the Elgen (Bk2) 
 
Sherlock Holmes: Fire Storm (Bk4)* 880L   by Andrew Lane 
“A fourth action-filled puzzler for teen Sherlock as he plunges into a fight for his life and battles to discover 
what has happened to his missing friends"--.  Series: Death Cloud (Bk1), Rebel Fire (Bk2), Black Ice (Bk3) 
 
Turn Left at the Cow  850L     by Lisa Bullard 
"Thirteen-year-old Trav feels like a fish out of water in rural Minnesota in this coming-of-age mystery about a 
boy who discovers his dad may have been a bank robber"--. 
 
Guys Read: Other Worlds (Bk4)*  740L   Edited by Jon Scieszka 
An anthology of original science fiction and fantasy stories.  Series: Funny Business (Bk1), Thriller (Bk2), 
Sport Pages (Bk3). 
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Seven Wonders: Lost in Babylon (Bk2)  570L  by Peter Lerangis 
Journeying to the ancient city of Babylon when Bhegad tracks down Marco, the companions face a daunting 
choice involving a dire trap and a long-lost figure from Jack's past. Series: Seven Wonders: Colossus Rises 
(Bk1)  
 
Totally Unrelated 830L      by Tom Ryan 
After spending years languishing in his family's Celtic music band, Neil forms a rock band with his friend Bert 
and steps into the spotlight. 
 
Red Wolf         by Jennifer Dance 
In the late 1800s, both Native people and wolves are being forced from the land. Starving and lonely, an 
orphaned timber wolf is befriended by a boy named Red Wolf. But under the Indian Act, Red Wolf is forced to 
attend a residential school far from the life he knows, and the wolf is alone once more. Courage, love and fate 
reunite the pair, and they embark on a perilous journey home. But with winter closing in, will Red Wolf and 
Crooked Ear survive? And if they do, what will they find? 
 
The Finisher        by David Baldacci 
When Quentin Herms is chased from his village into the Quag, a dark forest filled with terrifying beasts and 
murderous Outliers, Vega uses her skills as a talented decoder to uncover dangerous secrets. By the #1 New 
York Times best-selling author of Absolute Power. 
 
Secrets of the Terra-Cotta Soldier    by Ying Chang Compestine 
Through the stories of a terra-cotta soldier who has survived through the centuries, thirteen-year-old Ming, a 
village boy in 1970s China, learns the history of Emperor Qin, known both for building the Great Wall of China 
and for burying scholars alive, and how and why the terra-cotta soldiers came to be. 
 
The Eighth Day        by Dianne K. Salerni 
When newly orphaned Jax Aubrey awakes to a world without people the day after his thirteenth birthday, he 
thinks it's the apocalypse. But then the next day is a regular old Thursday. Has Jax gone crazy? What's going 
on? 
 
Time Between Us HL780L     by Tamara Ireland Stone 
In 1995 Evanston, Illinois, sixteen-year-old Anna's perfectly normal life is turned upside-down when she meets 
Bennett, whose ability to travel through space and time creates complications for them both. 
 
Tales from my Closet       by Jennifer Moses 
A tale told in alternating voices finds Jersey girls Justine, Bianca, Becka, Polly, and Anne struggling with 
personal issues while batting each other and various school rivals to assert their individual perspectives on 
fashion and teen life. 
 
Poison  760L       by Bridget Zinn 
When sixteen-year-old Kyra, a potions master, tries to save her kingdom by murdering the princess, who is also 
her best friend, the poisoned dart misses its mark and Kyra becomes a fugitive, pursued by the King's army and 
her ex-boyfriend Hal. 
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Everyday Angel        by Victoria Schwab 
At a first glance, Aria seems like your average twelve-year-old girl. She has coppery hair, colored shoelaces, 
and a passion for cupcakes. But there's more to Aria than meets the eye. She can dream things into existence, 
use her own shadow like a door, and change the world in small, important ways. Aria is a guardian angel. She's 
been sent here to earn her wings. But to do that, she'll have to help three different girls. 

 
Non-Fiction 

Listed below are non-fiction selections that you may choose to read.  Some were chosen based on grade level 
curriculum and others based on potential appeal.   In general, when deciding upon a non-fiction title consider 
the following: 

1. Your interest in a topic or subject matter 
2. Appropriateness of content, audience and reading level 

Sustained reading, over a period of time (all summer long) of newspapers, magazines, blogs, etc. may count.   
 
Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain   by Russell Freedman 
Angel Island, off the coast of California, was the port of entry for Asian immigrants to the United States 
between 1892 and 1940. Following the passage of legislation requiring the screening of immigrants, "the other 
Ellis Island" processed around one million people from Japan, China, and Korea. Drawing from 
memoirs, diaries, letters, and the "wall poems" discovered at the facility long after it closed.   
 
Mountains Beyond Mountains  1120L   by Tracy Kidder 
Meet Dr. Paul Farmer, a Harvard-educated doctor with a self-proclaimed mission to transform healthcare on a 
global scale. Tracy Kidder follows Farmer's quest as he focuses his attention on some of the world's most 
impoverished people and uses unconventional ways in which to provide healthcare, to achieve real results and 
save lives.  
 
Merciless Monarchs and Ruthless Royalty 640L  by Miriam Aronin 
Though the topic is serious—historic leaders who ruled with violence—this energetic title moves swiftly 
through space and time (from King Herod the Great to Cixi the Chinese Empress), revealing the terrible deeds 
and motivations of nine bloodthirsty rulers.  
 
The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll 's History and Her Impact on Us by Tanya Lee Stone 
A look at the fifty-year history of Barbie, the doll that people either love or love to hate.  
 
Call of the Klondike: A True Gold Rush Adventure by David Meissner, Kim Richardson 
In 1897, two 20-something Yale grads, Stanley Pearce and Marshall Bond, were among the first to hear about 
the gold found in the Klondike. They quickly booked tickets on a ship, gathered food and equipment, and 
headed north, hoping to strike it rich. A remarkable collection of documents paints a picture of the Klondike 
gold rush in vivid detail.  
 
The Nazi Hunters 1000L      by Neal Bascomb 
In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the Nazis' Final Solution, 
walked into the mountains of Germany and vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies 
captured him at a bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the century's most 
important trials -- one that cemented the Holocaust in the public imagination.   
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Kennedy’s Last Days: The Assassination That Defined a Generation 1050L by Bill O’Reilly 
A gripping account of the events leading up to the most notorious crime of the twentieth century.  Author Bill 
O’Reilly vividly describes the Kennedy family’s life in the public eye, the crises facing the president around the 
world and at home, the nation’s growing fascination with their vigorous, youthful president, and finally, the 
shocking events leading up to his demise.   
 
How the Beatles Changed the World    by Martin W. Sandler 
The Beatles revolutionized the music industry. These “mop-topped young men from Liverpool” also influenced 
just about every aspect of social change in the 1960s. Full-color and black-and-white photographs.   
 
Life During Medieval Times     by Toney Allman 
 
Life During the Roman Empire     by Stuart Kallen 
 
Series: Cool Trash to Treasure  590 – 630L   by Pam Scheeunemann 
Fun at home projects that turn trash to treasure! 
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